
Why have you decided to run?   
 
I decided to run because I feel that I have some experience to draw on that would be 
beneficial as decisions are made that impact the future of our district.  As a social 
worker at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, I have a lot of experience working 
with children and families.  I also have a great deal of experience with group dynamics 
and conflict resolution.  There would be great benefit to the ICCSD board and school 
community in reducing conflict and harnessing all of the creative and dedicated people 
we have at our disposal.  Students and families all face different barriers and have 
different concerns.  It is important to me to reduce barriers and increase opportunities 
for ALL children and families in our district.  
 
Can you tell us a bit about your personal / professional background?  
 
I earned my master’s degree in social administration at Case Western Reserve.  I have 
worked with children and families for over two decades.  I am currently in my 18th year 
as a social worker at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics.  I have 2 children and 
two stepchildren, all of whom attend ICCSD schools.  My mother is a retired 3rd grade 
teacher so I know all about the life of a teacher.  I am a native eastern Iowan who grew 
up in a rural environment, lived in a major metropolitan environment for a time, and 
returned to this area in 1998. 
 
What are your top three concerns / issues, in the ICCSD? 
 
Educational funding – Doing what is possible to lobby for increased support for schools 
and ensuring that we are the best possible stewards of the resources we have. 
 
Improve the process of decision-making – There needs to be more collaboration with 
our teachers and principals, who are our experts on what is and is not working in our 
schools.  I would like to see more conversation at the board table between board 
members as this would increase transparency and provide the public with a better 
understanding of how decisions are reached.   
 
Increasing educational outcomes EVERYWHERE in the district – when it comes to 
discussions of how to increase educational outcomes, I think we need to consider that 
there isn’t a one-size-fits-all solution for the entire district.  Different student populations 
have different challenges and we need to consult our experts (teachers and principals) 
when making changes.   
 
What do you see as the biggest issue facing our students at this time?  
 
Funding level, in conjunction with growth and the management of changes in the 
student population. 



 
What are your thoughts on district efforts to enhance the diversity of staff and 
administrators in the district? Also, please share your ideas on how to approach 
achievement gaps in the ICCSD. 
I support efforts to diversify staff and administrators.  Diversity strengthens our district 
and better prepares our students for work in a diverse world.  Having more diversity in 
our staff also can improve our student engagement and parent involvement, particularly 
in certain demographics.    
 
Regarding achievement gaps in the ICCSD, I believe there isn’t just one solution that 
will work everywhere.  As I referenced above, each population needs to be looked at 
separately as the needs are not the same across the district.  Teachers and principals 
should be the primary persons that we look to for direction on how to best help the 
students in their building.  While redistricting may be part of the solution, we need to be 
careful that we don’t erect barriers to parent and extra-curricular involvement.   
 
Where do you stand on the current Facilities Master Plan? If you would change the plan 
in the near future, what changes would you recommend? Please be specific.  
I support the efforts that are currently underway to meet the capacity needs of our 
district, and equalize the educational environment between buildings (such as adding air 
conditioning where needed).  As the facilities master plan continues to be implemented I 
look forward to having a meaningful impact.  Project plans of this magnitude rarely 
move forward unchanged, and there will be questions to answer and changes in the 
district to which the board will need to respond. 
 
Do you favor passage of the 2017 bond issue vote, to help pay for future facilities 
needs, according to the FMP? 
 
Absolutely. 
 
Where do you stand on funding issues, given that many ICCSD patrons believe our 
state is not providing adequate funding? Do you have any thoughts on solutions that 
can help save money in our district, without having a direct impact on students? 
 
State funding this year is not only inadequate, but below the level of inflation, which is 
deplorable.  I do not have a magic answer as to where money can be cut in the short 
term without direct impact on our students.  If given a seat on the board, I would want to 
consult with our teachers, principals, and administrators, to provide their expertise in 
this area.    	  


